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DR. VYJAYANTIMALA BALI

Dr.Vyjayantimala Bali's name figures prominently in the ranks of those who have heralded the
renaissance of Bharatanatyam over several decades.

2. Born on 13" August, 1933 in South India, Dr. Vyjayantimala hails from a conservative family, but
one of distinguished scholarship and one that has patronized the traditional and classical art of the
Thanjavur style. Her talents surfaced early in life when she danced before the Pope at the age of 5 and
earned his benedictions. She performed before many eminent statesmen and dignitaries and in many
International Organizations.

3. Dr. Vyjayantimala was first Indian dancer to be invited to perform at the United Nations 20th
Anniversary celebrations of the Human Rights day at the General Assembly in 1969. She has also had the
honour of performing at the International Opera House - Sydney, the Royal Opera Rallst Festival-
Stockholm, the Holland Festival- Rotterdam and the Autumn Festival-Paris.

4. Dr.Vyjayantimala has to her credit a number of dance-dramas conceived, directed and presented
by her. 'Andal Thiruppavai' Gurudev Tagore's 'Chandalika’, Kavi Kunjara Bharati's 'Azhagar Kuravanji
'Sant Sakhu', 'Ekta' a multi-dimensional ballet which depicts the growth of the National Freedom
Movement and 'Om Santhi Santhi Santhi' to convey the message of universal peace. Her attempt to
present Sita Vislesha Thrayam from Valmiki Ramayana, Nava Vidha Rama Bhakthi from Valmiki
Ramayanam, Kaisika Puranam from Varaha Puranam in dance and abhinaya form, has won much
appreciation.

S. As Dr. Vyjayantimala shot into fame, the celluloid world drew her into its fold. Her very first film in
Tamil AVM'S “Vazhkai” followed by Bahaar in Hindi, took cine-goers by storm. Within a decade of her film
career, she emerged as the reigning queen, a super star of the film world. She played the most covetous
leading roles in a series of popular Hindi films such as Nagin, New Delhi, Madhumati, Naya Daur, Ganga
Jamuna, Sangam, Sadhana, Jewel Thief, Amrapali and Tamil films such as Thennilavu, Vanjikottai
Valiban, Baghdad Thirudan and Parthiban Kanavu were some of the memorable hits.

6. For Dr.Vyjayantimala, politics became a means to serve her countrymen and she contested from the
South Madras constituency and served two consecutive terms in the Lok Sabha in 1984 and 1989. The then
President of India nominated her to the Rajya Sabha in 1993 for her contribution to the field of fine arts.

7. Dr.Vyjayantimala is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. She has been conferred Degree
of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa) by Annamalai University, Chidambaram in 1995 for her contribution to
Classical Art form of Bharatanatyam. The Government of India conferred on her “Padma Shri” in 1968. She
has received four Filmfare Awards for Best Actress in the year 1958, 1961, 1964 and 1996 (Life Time
Achivement Award). The then Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, honoured her with the State Artist
Award in 1979. She is the recipient of the Sangeet Natak Academy Award in 1982, Sangeet Natak Academy -
Tagore Ratna Samman (Fellow) Award for Bharatanatyam in 2012 and recipient of the Lifetime Achievement
Award by Pune International Flint Festival (PIFF), Pune in 2006. She received the Lifetime Achievement
Award - Konark Dance and Music Festival, Konark, Odisha in 2014 and was awarded Natya Kalanidhi by
ABHAI in 2014 for Bharatanatyam by preserving and promoting the art in India and abroad. In 2016, Sri
Shanmukhananda Fine Arts & Sangeetha Sabha, Mumbai awarded her the Dr. M.S.Subbulakshmi
Centenary Award for her contribution to Bharatanatyam. The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, honoured her
\With Bala Saraswati Award in 2019. She received the title “SARASWATHI PURASKARAM” by/

C.P.Ramaswami Aiyer Foundationin 2019.
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